
Mass of Christian Burial
10:00 am Thursday, December 22, 2022

Immaculate Conception Church
The Reverend Matthew Flatley

Gathering Hymn ............. “The Canticle of the Turning”# 630

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading .....................................................Daniel 12:1-3
Responsorial Psalm ........Psalm 23 “The Lord is My Shepherd”
Second Reading .............................................2 Timothy 4:6-8
Gospel ....................................................... Matthew 11:25-30
Homily...............................................................Father Flatley
Prayers of the Faithful 

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Gifts .................. “On Eagle’s Wings” # 440
Communion ............................ “I am the Bread of Life” #309 

& “The Summons” # 387
Remembrance
Song of Farewell
Final Commendation
Meditation ................................“Amazing Grace” by Bagpipes
Recessional Hymn .................“How Great Though Art” # 430

In Appreciation
Mike’s family wishes to express their sincere appreciation 

for the thoughts, prayers, and many acts of kindness 
extended to each of them during this time. 

Celebrating the Life of

Michael William Shea

1963 - 2022

Musicians
Jim Kemna, Mike Hoey, Julie Mueller, Donna Frazier

Lectors
Reverend Mark Kiekhaefer, Mike Berendzen

Prayers of the Faithful
Laura Bourdelais, Kayla Shea

Offertory Procession
Mary and Bob King, Kathy Shea

Remembrance
Mike Berendzen

Pallbearers
Jim Shea, Dave Tramel, Mark Rosales,

Dan Smith, John Porth, Eddie Mulholland



Michael William Shea, age 59, of Jefferson City, Mo., passed away 
Saturday, December 17, 2022, at home surrounded by his family. 
Mike will be remembered as a man of deep, lifelong faith in God 
who lived every day to the fullest. 

Mike was born April 13, 1963 in Kansas City, Mo., the son of 
James “Vick” and June Eileen (LaBonte) Shea.  

Overland Park, Ks., was Mike’s childhood home. Graduating 
from Shawnee Mission West High School in 1981, he continued 
formal education at Johnson County Community College and his 
beloved University of Kansas. He earned both a Bachelor’s and Mas-
ter’s degree in Civil Engineering from KU. Later in his career he 
crossed team lines and earned a second Master’s degree in Public 
Administration from the University of Missouri-Columbia. 

As an undergraduate at KU, Mike met Lynne Ann Letkowski. 
Their first encounter was on a sidewalk outside of Kelly’s Bar in 
Westport and quickly their relationship blossomed into a lifelong 
love. They were married on June 11, 1988 in Gladstone, Mo. and 
blessed with three children.

Mike was employed as an engineer with the Missouri Department 
of Transportation for 29 years. He began at District 4 in Kansas 
City, moved to District 7 in Joplin and lastly transitioned to head-
quarters in Jefferson City. Throughout his career, Mike held several 
positions at MoDOT. One of his favorite assignments was leading 
the MoDOT team response at the State Emergency Operations 
Center during winter storms. Following retirement in 2021, Mike 
continued to learn and develop new interests through volunteering, 
substitute teaching and construction work. He took on any task 
large or small with his legendary energy and positive attitude

Mike never strayed from his faith in God. He described his faith 
as childlike: a pure, deep and complete faith in God. During ad-
olescence, Mike rode his bike daily to serve 6:30 a.m. Mass. This 
commitment to serve was with him through his adult life. Mike was 
a member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church where he 
often would attend daily Mass and serve as a Lector and Hospitality 
Minister. He lived out his faith daily through his servant’s heart and 
humble nature. He truly met people where they were in life and 

never judged, always looking to help.
Mike’s passion for life also was evident as he ran along Seven Hills 

Road. Mike enjoyed many Saturday morning runs and coffees with 
the “Java Joggers” group.  This past June he completed Grandma’s 
Marathon along the north shore of Lake Superior in Duluth, Min-
nesota, which he ran with Lynne and several of the Java Joggers. He 
proudly completed many half-marathons and a total of four mara-
thons in Duluth, Memphis, Little Rock and Kansas City. 

In addition to running, he supported his children’s love of sports. 
He coached any sport at any age as each child explored their pas-
sion. Some of the family’s fondest memories of Mike are his years 
spent cheering on his children at Helias Wrestling and cross-coun-
try/track meets at Helias and Southeast Missouri State University. 
Mike’s energy and passion could be heard at any event. He also was 
a zealous collegiate and professional sports fan, always cheering for 
the KU Jayhawks, Kansas City Chiefs and Royals. He would listen 
to Sports Radio 810 daily regardless the quality of reception to the 
chagrin of family and fellow passengers.

Traveling also is part of the Shea family history. The family en-
joyed trips to different beaches and mountains. Vacations were an-
other opportunity to enjoy the outdoors by hiking, skiing or swim-
ming. Since Mike’s retirement, he and Lynne enjoyed numerous 
trips; hiking in the National Parks was their favorite. In February of 
this year they traveled to Europe and in September traveled through 
Canada and Wyoming hiking more than 125 miles during their 
three week adventure. 

Survivors include: his wife of 34 years, Lynne Shea; three children, 
Nicholas “Nic” Shea of Chapel Hill, Nc., Logan Shea of Ashland, 
Mo. and Kaitlyn Shea of Jefferson City, Mo.; three siblings, Mary 
King (husband Bob) of Overland Park, Ks., Kathy Shea of Overland 
Park, Ks., and Jim Shea (wife Barbara) of Fort Worth, Tx.; his in-
laws, Stan and Jan Letkowski of Kansas City, Mo., sister-in-law, Les-
lie Porth (husband John) of Durham, Nc., and brother-in-law, Brett 
Letkowski (wife Karen) of Wichita, Ks.; and 11 nieces and nephews.

Mike was preceded in death by his parents, Vick and June Shea, 
and his aunt, Ann Hennessey and her husband Pat.

R e m e m b e r i n g  M i k e


